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Evangelistic styles 

The people I have encountered as the most effective disciple makers in our churches 

usually don’t stick to a program, a presentation or a course but just love Jesus and 

love people. They have cultivated a relationship in the Lord that just flows out. I have 

a mature lady who helps run playgroup who is just naturally always testifying to the 

goodness of God and yet she doesn’t even realize she is doing it. Another lady who 

has the means to live wherever she wants but chooses to live in our caravan park 

daily prays, “Who are we going to catch Lord, show me who to talk to” and she 

follows His small whispers and nudges with fantastic results. The more natural and 

authentic we are the more open others seem to be.  

I am a fisherman, love fishing! When I think of my interactions with pre-Christians I 

can’t help but feel I am part of a greater fishing process. 

Jean Blasi wrote a book called “Prophetic Fishing” and she describes the adventure 

so well. 

 Prophetic fishing springs from the realization that we do not have to work 

for God to bring others to the kingdom. Instead, we have to get out of the way 

and let God work through us. It involves getting into the flow of what God is 

doing and going with it. 

Every one of us has the ability to hear His voice and follow His prompts (however 

they come). Sometimes He urges us to do prophetic acts, to do something radically 

Christian. Sometimes He gives you a word for a stranger (or most commonly a 

seeker) which wakes them up to the reality of God. At other times it’s simply a prod 

to phone someone, to say a one liner, to pray with someone. The thing is He wants all 

of us to go and to speak and that speaking will include the use of Spiritual gifts. 

Mark 16:15-17 

15
 Then he told them: Go and preach the good news to everyone in the world. 

16 
Anyone who believes me and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to 

believe me will be condemned. 
17 

Everyone who believes me will be able to do 

wonderful things. By using my name they will force out demons, and they will speak 

new languages.  

 At the end of the day Prophetic fishing is the result of supernatural living; a life that 

is tuned into His presence and voice. We can all do it. 

In the Bible there are other styles of evangelism. Probably we use most of these styles 

to some degree. It’s worth giving yourself a score on each style  0-5 with 0 being 
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hopeless and 5 being brilliant, and then get someone who knows you really well to 

give you a score as well.  The Contagious Christianity Course (Willow Creek) gives 

the best overview of these primary styles.  

A.   Confrontational style 

One passage that I often read in services is Acts 2 where the Apostle Peter stood 

before a great crowd of Jews and said, “You guys have rejected the prophets and now 

you have killed the Messiah. You have really stuffed up and you will be in trouble 

one day when you meet your Maker.” 

That’s kind of confrontational. 

People with this style of evangelism are often very direct, very bold, and very 

assertive. 

They don’t spend time on small talk; they just get straight to the point. 

No matter how good you think you are, you are a sinner who one day will have to 

give an account for your life to a perfectly holy God and you won’t measure up. 

This is an effective way of doing evangelism. In Acts 2 three thousand     people were 

baptized that day.  

Personally I think very few of us are good at this style of evangelism and so giving 

out tracts, knocking on doors etc. is both terrifying and ineffective for us. But some 

are very good at this! 

Are you wired for this style of evangelism? 

Rate yourself                     0 – 5 ___ 

Get a friend to rate you   0 – 5 ___ 

  

B  Intellectual Style 

We may all like to think we have this style of evangelism but in reality only some do. 

When Paul in Acts 17 met a group of philosophers in Athens this is the style of 

evangelism he used. Now if he had confronted these guys they probably would have 

shown him the door but he addressed them logically, intellectually and persuasively. 

He said, “You guys have built a statue to an unknown God. I know who he is. His 

name is Jesus and this is how you can get to know Him.” 

People with this style of evangelism are very logical, analytical and often inquisitive. 
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When they are discussing faith with others you will hear them asking questions like; 

“What do you think?” Or “How do you know that?” or “What brought you to that 

conclusion?” 

Are you wired for this style of evangelism? 

Rate yourself                     0 – 5 ___ 

Get a friend to rate you   0 – 5 ___ 

C  Testimonial Style 

In John chapter 9 we read the account of a blind man who is given sight by Jesus, and 

he runs around the city telling people about Jesus.  When he is confronted by the 

religious leaders who try to question him about Jesus and Jesus’ theology he says “All 

I know is that I used to be blind but now I can see.”  

Every one of us has a story to tell about our conversion and stories to tell about our 

daily experiences of God, and we should tell those stories. 

However some of us are going to find that a lot easier and more natural than others. 

I think that those people with this evangelism style typically are good listeners, good 

story tellers and pretty good communicators. 

These are people who can relate their life experiences to others in a way that is 

helpful to them.  

 Are you wired for this style of evangelism? 

Rate yourself                      0 – 5 ___ 

Get a friend to rate you   0 – 5 ___ 

D  Interpersonal Style 

While I might wish I had the intellectual style of evangelism, in reality this one is me. 

I enjoy people. I enjoy making friends and getting to know people. Probably 95% of 

the people I have discipled over the years I have genuinely treated as a friend before 

and after they decided to follow the Lord. 

In Luke 5 we read the story of Matthew the IRD guy. He’s just become a believer in 

who Jesus is and the first thing he does is to throw a special party. He invites all his 

mates to dinner where they can mix and mingle with Jesus and His disciples. 

Matthew knows that as a relationship is established and trust grows so will the faith 

of his friends. 
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Are you wired for this style of evangelism? 

Rate yourself                      0 – 5 ___ 

Get a friend to rate you   0 – 5 ___ 

E  Serving Style 

While no one is ever won into the kingdom of God without words, many   people feel 

motivated and gifted to serve and speak at the same time. There is a huge amount of 

evangelism that takes place every week through food banks, op shops, budgeting 

services, counselling services, home help etc. 

Dorcas in Acts chapter 9 was a lady who loved to make clothes for the poor and 

helping the poor in whatever way she could. Many, many people came into the 

kingdom because she used humble service and words hand in hand. I guess she must 

have been like the late Mother Teresa, where her service and her words impacted 

many. In Dorcas’ case her kingdom impact on the community was so great that when 

she died – they turned around and asked God to raise her from the dead because they 

needed her so much. 

No one should ever think that serving replaces evangelism. When we serve others we 

still need to use words! 

Are you wired for this style of evangelism? 

Rate yourself                     0 – 5 ___ 

Get a friend to rate you   0 – 5 ___ 

F  Invitational style 

In John 4 we read of a woman at a well in Samaria. Jesus had just exercised a ‘word 

of knowledge’ over her life and she had begun to grasp who Jesus   actually was. So 

she runs back into her village, knocks on all the doors and invites everyone in town to 

come and see this man who gets divine revelations from heaven. 

When there is a church event or special meeting think;  

 Who can I pick up? 

 Who can I invite or phone? 

People with this style feel comfortable asking others to come and see, come and hear, 

come and experience. 

Statistics show that this is a very effective style of evangelism. 
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One survey showed that 1 in 4 pre-Christians would come to church if they were 

invited personally by a believing friend. 

To invite someone to church is pretty effective. To pick them up and sit by them in 

church is very effective. The potential for kingdom growth through this style of 

evangelism is huge. 

Are you wired for this style of evangelism? 

Rate yourself                     0 – 5 ___ 

Get a friend to rate you          0 – 5 ___ 

Tools That Can Help You Be Prepared To  

Talk About Jesus In Any Situation 

A.  5 Fantastic Questions 

Last year we watched the DVD course by William Fay and Ralph Hodge “Share 

Jesus without fear” 

This four week course is full of practical ideas and perspectives on evangelism that 

help take fear out of the picture. 

The thing that struck me most about this course was Mr Fay’s 5 fantastic questions.  

Though this is not my natural way of talking about Jesus, I have written these 

questions in the front of my pocket bible as a great resource/memory jogger for later. 

When you ask these questions of the person you are speaking to, Mr Fay suggests 

that you just listen and acknowledge what they are saying … ah ah… 

Here they are: 

1. Do you have any kind of spiritual belief? 

2. To you, who is Jesus? 

3. Do you believe that there is a heaven and a hell? 

4. If you died today would you go to heaven or hell? Why would he let you in? 

5. If what you believe is not true would you want to know? 

Asking the five questions is really simple and requires only that you listen. If they 

don’t know Jesus but answer question 5 that they would like to know the truth if they 

are wrong, you can launch in naturally and share the gospel and your testimony in a 

natural way. 
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HOW TO PREPARE YOUR BIBLE AS A TOOL FOR EVANGELISM 

Remember that the Holy Spirit is significantly at work in the hearts of people when 

they hear the word of God so if you have the opportunity to explain salvation using 

your Bible get the person you are talking to, to do all the reading out loud. After 

each passage ask them what they think it means and help them with the answers if 

necessary.  

Romans 3:23 

All of us have sinned and fallen short of God’s Glory 

Ask them what they think it means. At the bottom of the page make a note to the 

next text. 

Romans 6:23 

Sin pays off with death. But God’s gift is eternal life given by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Ask them what they think it means. At the bottom of the page have a reference to 

the next text. 

John 3:16 & 36 

God so loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. 

Everyone who has faith in the Son has eternal life. But no one who rejects him will 

ever share in that life and God will be angry with them forever.  

Ask them what they think it means and be prepared to give some explanations. 

Make a footnote reference to the next text Acts 2:38-39 

Peter said “Turn back to God! Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your 

sins will be forgiven. Then you will be given the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you 

and your children. It is for everyone our Lord God will choose, no matter where 

they live.” 

 Ask them the question, “What does becoming a Christian look like? / How do we 

become a Christian once we have worked out who Jesus is and want to follow Him? 

 If they believe in the Lord Jesus and want to follow Him, lead them through 

repentance, baptise them in water and the Holy Spirit asap. Let me or Stephen know 

they have been baptized and we will support you in a discipleship strategy. 


